Wireless E9-1-1 Working Group

Minutes of Meeting of November 24, 1998

Participants: See attached list

1.
Approval of Agenda 

· The proposed agenda was approved without changes.

2.
Approval of Minutes of meeting of September 28, 1998

· The minutes were approved with minor changes.

3.
Approval of Minutes conference call of October 29, 1998 

· The minutes were approved without changes.

4.
Future of Wireless E9-1-1 Working Group (In relation to regional trials)

· Chris Kellet, who is leading the Alberta Trial team, indicated that he doesn’t want the Alberta team to be on the hook for approval from the national working group.

· Mike Myette suggested that the national working group is really an advisory body. Others suggested that the group is much more than an advisory body.

· John Knight emphasised that the group should do a better job of documenting progress so that it would be easier for non-participants to track the progress. Similarly others suggested that the working group using some common format should track the progress of regional trials.

· Chuck Hartlen suggested that learning from regional trials is important as each trial may move the yardsticks forward and the best way to share the information may be through the working group. He asked whether the Nova Scotia team had done a good job in providing information to the group. It was generally agreed that the information provided by the Nova Scotia team was very useful (and the training document and memorandum of understanding were noted in particular). 

· It was agreed that the CWTA website was the most appropriate place for the posting of Trial minutes and progress.
· Agreement that there should be opportunity for vendor presentations, US & Canadian trial presentations, exchange of information regarding training/experiences and commonality of processing of 9-1-1 services with roaming clients.

· Possibility of reduced frequency of face to face meetings in recognition of the resource commitments to the regional trials as well as budget constraints for all concerned.

· There was a general consensus that the original mandate of the group still stands, but the progress of the group should be tracked more closely. In addition, revised objectives of the group for the upcoming year should be established. The group was recognised as being the only national forum for discussing the issue and sharing information. It is also the appropriate place to discuss national goals and objectives for Wireless E9-1-1.

5.
Status of Public Notice 98-25 Proceeding

· The status of the proceeding was discussed. It was noted that there has been no ruling from the CRTC regarding the various requests for modification to the process.

6.
Update Regarding Nova Scotia Trial

· Mike Myette presented the status of the Nova Scotia trial (paper copies of the presentation are available from David Farnes). Stacey Brown from the Nova Scotia EMO and Ken Jacquart of the Yarmouth PSAP were also on hand to answer specific questions regarding the trial.

· Judy inquired as to whether or not the roll out schedule would depend on Cantels’ ability to participate. Mike confirmed the trial roll out would not be dependent on Cantel.  

7.
Update Regarding Manitoba Trial

· This item was deferred until the next meeting. Greg Bell advised that he had spoken to Art the previous day. The hardware is in place for the purposes of the trial but the necessary agreements had yet to signed. 
8.
Update Regarding Alberta Trial

· Chris Kellet provided the update. He noted that the group had a teleconference and the minutes will be circulated when approved. The two goals were ESRD & call back number and a number of important considerations were discussed. Among these considerations were the applicability of the Nova Scotia Memorandum of Understanding and the sectorization of cells (which has not been an issue with the Nova Scotia trial). Next conference call is Dec 16th when Microcell & Mobility will present proposals for ESRD. The trial location will be Calgary & surrounding area, but the area is not defined yet. The time line for the trail is not yet specified.

9.
Other Business

· Bob Moody provided an update regarding the roll out by BC Tel of its new provincial 9-1-1 platform. He noted that the new platform uses CSS7 as its signalling standard. The trunking from the end offices to the tandems is CSS7 and the inter-tandem trunks also use CSS7. Unfortunately, this doesn't provide call party hold which is a feature that the other PSAPs have across the country. PSAPs that are on the new platform are satisfied with the speed of call processing & delivery. There will be 5 tandems working in the BC Tel system. The system will be using the DMS 100 software. BC Tel also has purchased 2 computers holding ANI/ALI data in different locations for redundancy. Service has been rolled out to the Okanogan (Kelowna, Penticton, etc.). BC Tel is focused on converting PSAPs to the new platform before the end of 1999 in order to avoid any Y2K problems that may exist in the old platforms, therefore the company has not focused much effort on the Wireless E9-1-1 issue.

· The co-chairs agreed to revise the terms of reference for the PSAP/CWTA Committee & circulate them for comment and adoption. This draft document will summarize the Groups 1998 accomplishments as well as a set of Goals and Objectives for 1999.
· There was a discussion as to when the next meeting should take place. The date chosen should be based on a clear reason to meet including Nova Scotia trial update; Alberta Trial update; Manitoba Trial Update; and Vendor presentations.

· The chairs noted that Dave Anderson has decided to retire from Stentor at the end of the year. The group recognised and thanked him for his contributions.

10.
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30. Face to face meetings are scheduled for February 19, 1999 in Toronto and May 31, 1999 in Vancouver.

David Farnes & Judy Broomfield
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