[image: image1.png]ASSOCIATION CANADIENNE DES
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SANS FIL

cwta Hote

CANADIAN WIRELESS
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION

=
0





December 12, 2000

Ms. Shirley Soehn

Executive Director, Telecommunications

Canadian Radio-television and

   Telecommunications Commission

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0N2

Dear Ms. Soehn:

Re: Changes to the Contribution Regime, Decision CRTC 2000-745

1. The purpose of this letter is to seek clarification of Decision CRTC 
2000-745 (Decision 2000-745).  More specifically, the Canadian Wireless Telecommunications Association (CWTA) requests clarification of the reporting requirements outlined in the Decision as they pertain to paging service providers that solely provide retail paging services.

2. Upon initial review of Decision 2000-745 and the accompanying question and answer document released by the Commission, the CWTA was of the view that all Telecom Service Providers are required to report their estimated contribution-eligible bundled revenues for the year 2000 by January 15, 2001 and, for subsequent years, by March 31 of each year.  Clearly this would place a significant burden on small and medium size paging operators and would create an unnecessary administrative burden for the Commission.

3. Accordingly, the CWTA sought clarification of the reporting requirements from Commission Staff.  In its discussion with CRTC Staff, the CWTA was informed that it was not, in fact, the intent of the Commission to require paging operators who only offer retail paging services to provide reports to the Commission.  In other words, Commission Staff appear to be of the view that an operator whose sole Canadian Telecommunications Service Revenue comes from retail paging services, is not required to report to the Commission.

4. By way of background, paragraph 128 of Decision 2000-745 stipulates that:

All telecommunication service providers, including those below the minimum revenue threshold, are directed to file with the Commission, by 15 January 2001, their estimated CTSR for 2000 along with the estimated allowable deductions and a list of all their subsidiaries, affiliates and related companies.

5. Similarly, in the Information bulletin containing questions and answers about the new contribution and collections mechanism, the answer to question number 9 (do exempted carriers have to report to the Commission) states:

Yes, in order to develop the appropriate remittance procedures to the central fund administrator, all telecommunications service providers, including those below the minimum revenue threshold, need to report their estimated contribution-eligible revenues for 2000, along with a list of their subsidiaries, affiliates and related companies. This information must be filed with the Commission by 15 January 2001. For subsequent years, the above information is to be filed with the Commission, by 31 March of each year.

6. The CWTA is unable to find any statement in either Decision 2000-745 or the accompanying bulletin that would indicate that exempted carriers (i.e. paging operators that solely offer retail paging services), are not required to report to the Commission.  There appears to be an inconsistency between the clarification provided by CRTC Staff and the wording of the Decision itself.

7. Therefore, the CWTA requests that CRTC Staff confirm in writing our understanding that paging operators who are primarily offering paging services and are not earning revenue from the provision of any other contribution eligible telecom service, are not required to report to the Commission pursuant to Decision 2000-745.

8. In light of the pressing initial reporting date of January 15, 2000, the CWTA requests that Commission Staff expedite this request for clarification. It would be very helpful to the Association if a response could be received by January 2, 2001.

9. CWTA appreciates the assistance of CRTC Staff in this matter.

Sincerely,

Electronic filing

J. David Farnes

Vice President

Regulatory Affairs

cc: Mr. Scott Hutton – CRTC
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