December 2, 1999

 

The Honourable Lucienne Robillard
President of the Treasury Board
Treasury Board of Canada, Secretariat
President’s Office – L’Esplanade Laurier
140 O’Connor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0R5
Via Fax – No: (613) 990-2806

 Dear Minister:

 The purpose of this letter is to seek your attention to the issue of a full review of federal cost recovery. As you may know, in February of this year your predecessor, The Honourable Marcel Massé, committed Treasury Board to conducting a full review of federal cost recovery policy with a view to improving the way that fees are assessed, administered and accounted for. 

 The CWTA is the voice of the wireless telecommunications industry in Canada. Our members include cellular, PCS, paging, mobile radio and mobile satellite service providers and the major suppliers of equipment and services to the industry. The CWTA is a member of Business Coalition on Cost Recovery, which has written your office on this matter in the past.

 The Coalition has prepared draft Terms of Reference for the Treasury Board Review and suggested a possible cost recovery Implementation Standard. It is our understanding that the Coalition has provided a copy of the draft Terms of Reference to your office. The CWTA sincerely hopes that the provision of these documents will provide a further impetus to Treasury Board to complete and act upon a comprehensive review of federal cost recovery programs.

In our recent submission to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance, we recommended that a moratorium on any new cost recovery programs is warranted, at least until the Treasury Board completes and acts upon a comprehensive review of the current programs. We believe it important that the upcoming budget deal with the cost recovery issue.

We look forward to your attention to this issue and would be pleased to provide you or your staff with further information at your convenience.

Sincerely,
Peter Barnes
Cc: The Hon. John Manley
       The Hon. Paul Martin

